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In-Person Worship
5 pm (Sat)
8, 9 & 11 am (Sun)

Livestream Worship
9 & 11 am (Sun)

Cable TV
10 am & 5 pm (Sun)

Radio Broadcast
106.1 (BOB-FM)
9:10 am (Sun)

GOSPEL READINGS

August 6-7
Luke 12:32-40

August 13-14
Luke 12:49-56

August 20-21
Luke 13:10-17

August 27-28
Luke 14:1, 7-14

WORSHIP SCHEDULE

Zion’s Worship Opportunities

In-Person Worship Services
Saturdays @ 5 p.m. and Sundays @ 8 a.m., 9 a.m. & 11 a.m.

Livestream Worship Services
Sundays @ 9 a.m. & 11 a.m.

Cable TV Channel 6 Broadcast
Sundays @ 10 a.m. & 5 p.m.

Radio (BOB-FM 106.1)
Sundays @ 9:10 a.m.

2023 Foundation Grants - Apply Now!
ZION FOUNDATION GRANTS

The Zion Foundation offers grants in the following areas: Youth Development and 
Education; National and Global Missions; Local Causes and Community Service; 
and Lutheran Legacy. To qualify for a grant, you must be a 501c(3) organization 
and have a sponsor who is a member of Zion. Grants are available to programs in 
the community, as well as Zion’s own ministries and programs. Grant applications 
for 2023 will be available beginning on August 1, 2022. To request a grant please 
email Kristine kjohnson@zionanoka.org. Completed grant applications are due 
by September 1, 2022.

ZION COLLEGE STUDENT OR SEMINARY STUDENT GRANTS

The Zion Foundation offers grants to Zion members who are attending an ELCA 
college or an ELCA seminary. The college grants are for $500 per year and most 
ELCA colleges match the grant of $500. Grants for ELCA seminary students are 
for a maximum of $1,000 per year. To request a student grant application for 
ELCA college or seminary students, email Kristine kjohnson@zionanoka.org.
Grant applications for 2023 will be available beginning on August 1, 2022. 
Completed grant applications are due by September 1, 2022.



financial updates
Mortgage Reduction Process
We have great news to share! Since January 1, we have reduced our mortgage balance from $2.22 million 
to about $1.85 million. This significant reduction has been made possible through the Zion Foundation’s 
matching gifts. Any new gift, over and above current pledges in place for our current capital appeal are 
matched by the Foundation up to $300,000. To date, special gifts of about $140,000 have been matched by 
the Foundation. This mortgage reduction will save a significant amount of interest over the remaining life 
of the loan and allow us to pay off our loan about 3 years early. Thank you to all who have contributed to the 
current capital appeal/building fund and to those who have made special gifts to the mortgage reduction 
effort. The chart below shows the projected reduction in our mortgage loan balance since the beginning of 
this year. Special mortgage reduction envelopes are available at the reception desk on the lower level.

Super Sale Huge Success!
Zion’s Super Sale in June was a success! About $25,000 was raised and after expenses, we will clear close 
to $22,000—making it one of our most successful Super Sales. The proceeds will be used to further Zion’s 
mission and ministry. Many thanks to all who supported the sale including countless volunteers, those who 
donated items for the sale, or purchased items for the sale, or prepared food for volunteers. Thank YOU!

Kids, God and Camp
By Colleen Nelson

I’m told summer in Minnesota is the reason so many of its inhabitants tolerate the frigid winters. In fact, I can’t 
think of a more idyllic setting than a simple log cabin secluded in the woods on a lake with a roaring campfire; its 
flames dancing against the backdrop of the setting sun’s golden rays. Now, if we could just eradicate the mosquito, 
an invitation to camp, hike and cook fresh-caught walleye over an open flame, would beckon even the staunchest 
of indoor enthusiasts. Unfortunately, in the circle of life these tiny vampires serve as lunch for the dragonflies, 
and so it goes. In my youth, our family vacations existed primarily of camping at one of Minnesota’s awe-inspiring 
state parks. Swimming, hiking and campfires with s’mores were my favorite pastimes. Between a hoodie and 
bug spray, I don’t recall the mosquitoes being a huge bother; maybe they homed in on the ill-prepared novices 
nearby. Many people are adamant about how close they feel to God when surrounded by nature. I tend to agree, 
which is why Bible camps are crucial in the spiritual development of our young people. I had the privilege of 
attending a high school Bible camp in the Rocky Mountains and our three children loved their time away at Camp 
Wapogasset. Zion has been sending youth to Camp Wapo for years and when asked what influenced their faith 
the most, many confirmands credit their experience at camp. Five days at Wapo include swimming, soccer, nine 
square, Chapel, camp songs, skits, faith-filled camp counselors, capture-the-flag, kid-friendly meals, campfires, 
devotions, crafts, and more.
Fun Fact 1: During college, our High School and Young Adult Ministries Director, Josh Myroniuk was a TIM Team 
(Teens in Ministry) Counselor and First Aid staff member at Wapo. Fun Fact 2: Zion is supporting Camp Wapo’s 
dining hall construction project. A portion of our Capital Appeal funds and the Noisy Offering are avenues in 
which we do this. Learn more about Wapo’s construction project at https://lakewapo.org/news/gather-update/.



welcome

Baptism Class
If you are expecting a child, adopting a child or just recently gave birth and are thinking about baptism for your 
child the next baptism class is Sunday, August 28 at 10 a.m. in the Library. If you would like to register contact 
Kristine at kjohnson@zionanoka.org.

You Are Invited to a Neighborhood Get-Together!
We have one last neighborhood event on Wednesday, August 24 from 6-8 p.m. Join us for a meet and greet at Akin 
Riverside Park Pavilion (intersection of Madison St. and River Ave) in Anoka for some ice cream treats and great 
company! Free ice cream treats will be provided through BLUE MOO ice cream truck with a variety of frozen 
treats.

Help Us Replenish the Radio Broadcast Fund
Zion has been broadcasting our 9 a.m. service live on the 106.1 BOB-FM radio since the beginning of the pandemic 
in 2020. The radio broadcast covers more than one-third of the state of Minnesota and has served those who are 
not able to attend worship in person. We are hoping to continue the radio broadcast ministry, which is funded 
through special gifts to the radio fund, not through our operating budget. If you would like to make a special gift 
to the radio fund, please use the radio broadcast envelope that is included in this month’s Herald. Thank you to all 
who have supported the radio broadcast over the past 2 years.

Anoka Riverfest 2022!
Zion’s booth at Riverfest was a hit once again! Our “Spin to Win” wheel was back with many prizes such as the 
ever-popular Zion Cookbook, candy kabobs, Zion logo engraved key chains (engraved by Anders Lindberg), 
200 wash clothes (made by Zion’s Knit One, Purl Two knitting group), Zion logo tote bags, water bottles, edible 
bubbles, crazy straws, Zion Frisbees and Zion fans. We gave away over 220 children’s books and coloring books 
and we had a drawing for a quilt made and donated by the Zion Quilters. “Pastor Bob” was also on hand sharing 
his expertise with everyone! Music was provided by Zion’s Music Fun Time group. Thank you to Zion’s Evangelism 
Committee and everyone who shared their time and talents for this very fun event! We look forward to seeing you 
next year! (Photo credit: Heather Rule)



worship and grow

Adult Choir Retreat
Saturday, August 27 | 10 am - 12 pm | Zion Choir Room
Join us this August for an Adult Choir Retreat! We will have fun preparing music 
for the fall and making new friends followed by lunch at Billy’s Bar and Grill in 
Anoka. This retreat is for everyone, long-time choir members and new singers 
alike. Questions? Contact Jon Campbell jcampbell@zionanoka.org.

A Peace of My Mind
We hope you’ve been able to follow John Noltner and A Peace of My Mind as he gathered stories of faith and justice 
over the summer. He spent time with Sojourners, the Poor People’s Campaign and the Wild Goose Festival in 
conversation about how our faith calls us to work for justice in the world today.

Because Zion Lutheran helped sponsor John for this new series, you are invited to a virtual program with him 
on Sept. 14 at 7 p.m. as he shares some of the stories and insights he encountered. You can register for the free 
session by calling the church office 763-421-4656 or emailing Pastor Connie ctiede@zionanoka.org. During the 
Adult Forum on September 18, 25 and October 2, we will lead a three-session series based on his content to build 
conversations around how our faith tradition calls us to work for justice in its many forms.

Fall Small Group Study
This fall we will begin a seven-week video-based study called “Animate: Faith” by Sparkhouse. In each Animate: 
Faith session, the group will watch a video featuring a leading voice from the Christian faith, spend time on 
reflection and journaling, and share discussions with the group. A sign-up sheet for small groups will be at the 
Welcome Desk and journals will be available starting August 28 at the front desk. The Animate: Faith Journal is 
an interactive journal where participants can delve deeper and reflect on animate session content, at church and 
home. Cost is $15.

Fall Sunday Adult Forum Schedule
We have an exciting fall line up for our Sunday Adult Forums. Mark your calendars and join us Sundays at 10 a.m. 
in the Fellowship Hall beginning on September 18.

• September 18: A Peace of My Mind Part 1
• September 25: A Peace of My Mind Part 2
• October 2: A Peace of My Mind Part 3
• October 9: Stewardship Forum
• October 16: In the Dust of the Rabbi Part 1 (DVD series by Ray Vander Laan)
• October 23: In the Dust of the Rabbi Part 2
• October 30: In the Footsteps of Martin Luther presented by Pastor Brent from his recent trip to Germany



grow

New Confirmation Photo Display - Legacy Room
A new confirmation photo display has been set up in the Legacy 
Room with photos of all of the confirmation classes that we have 
in our archive. We have confirmation class photos for every year 
from 1946 to present (missing 1950) and a few photos prior 
to that from 1919, 1924, 1936, and 1938. If you’d like to look 
through these photos from home, we have put them on a Google 
Photo Album as well. That photo album can be accessed with the 
following link: https://cutt.ly/ZionConfPhotos.

If you are going through old family photos and come across a 
Zion confirmation class photo that we don’t have in our archive, 
especially if it’s prior to 1946, we would welcome you to bring that 
photo in for us to scan and add to our archive and display.

CYF Registration Opens August 15
Registration for our Children, Youth and Family 2022-2023 program year will open on Monday, August 15! This 
includes Holy Shenanigans (ministry for families with children 0-Kdg), Kid City (Sunday School, K-5th grade), 
Whirl Wednesday (Wednesday nights, K-5th grade), Confirmation (Wednesday nights, 6th-8th grade) and Common 
Ground (Wednesday nights, 9th-12th grade).

Information about these programs will be available on our website https://cutt.ly/ZionCYF by mid-August. 
Brochures will be available at the church by mid-August as well. Rally Sunday is September 11 as we kick off our 
programming year!

Meet Our Summer Interns

Welcome, Zion Summer Interns! (L-R) Sheridan Pavelka, Matthew 
Fischer, Carolynn Tiede, Callie Pendergrass, Annika Gustafson.



care

Baptisms
May 29 - Huxley 
Hannan
June 4 - Olivia 
Nelson
June 5 - Elliot 
Rueckert
June 12 - Cora 
Gabrielson
June 26 - Luka 
Phelps
July 17 - Aryia 
McGinnis

Lyle & Marlene 
Willock
Al & Margaret 
Steinbring
John & Judy Allen
Chuck & Mary Kucera
Bob & Verle Ktytor
Cara Fish
Randy & Ida Boike

about our people
Deaths
Keith Kuebelbeck
James Bakke
Neil DeRung
Nick Wivinus
Chadd Nelson
Archie Kral
Joan Odden

Ken & Sandy Benson in memory of Norma Clark
Jean Olson in memory of Olaf Olson
Sue Gardiner in memory of Jeffery Owen Gardiner
David & Sharon Harten in memory of Norma Clark
Carol Dahl in memory of Buz Dahl
David & Darlene Holmes in memory of Gloria Levin
John & Carol Loyd in memory of Norma Clark
Bev Fraser in memory of Eleanor Hjelmstad
Gary & Linda Nelson in memory of Chadd Nelson

Hospital Visits and Pastoral Care
If you or a family member are in the hospital or have had a change in your health status and would like a pastoral
visit, please call the church office at 763-421-4656, email Kristine kjohnson@zionanoka.org or Pastor Sue
swallager@zionanoka.org or let any of the pastors know.

Support Our Radio Broadcast on BOB-FM
Every Sunday morning at 9:10 a.m., Zion’s worship service is broadcast on BOB-FM (106.1). Our radio broadcast 
covers a good portion of the State of Minnesota and reaches several hundred listeners each Sunday, including 
many who do not have internet capability. Special gifts to support Zion’s Radio Broadcast Fund are welcome. Gifts 
may be given in memory of a loved one or in honor of a special occasion such as a wedding anniversary. To make a 
gift to the Radio Broadcast Fund, note “radio broadcast” on the memo line of your check. If it is in memory of a
loved one or in honor of an anniversary or birthday, enclose a note or post-it.

Thank you to recent supporters of the Radio Broadcast Fund:

New Members
Phyllis Mensing
Brandon Nord

Weddings
June 18 - Makayla Ann 
Luke & Pero Zovko
July 30 - Kaitlyn 
Fischer & Kevin 
Hubbard

Craig Bakken
Kristine Johnson
Lois Peterson

Deaths
Dean Klages
Jean Jacobson
Karen Krekelberg
Jo Ann Lietzke
Thomas Giddings



serve

Zion Equity Team - Getting to Know the People in Our Neighborhood
By the time this edition of the Herald reaches your mailbox, you’ll probably be saying, “Where did the summer 
go?” By then, the Zion Equity Team will have already hosted several opportunities to get to know people in the 
neighborhoods surrounding Zion.

“A good time was had by all”:
• First event: Sunday morning, June 12, Zion members were invited to the Fellowship Hall. We ate donuts and 

then paired up to get to know someone else in the room a little (or a lot) better. People who came described it 
as fun, interesting and definitely worth doing again.

• June/July events in the park: On Wednesday evenings, June 22 and July 27, nearby neighbors were invited to 
beautiful Akin Park on the east bank of the Rum River just north of the Rum’s confluence with the Mississippi 
River. Who showed up?… a mix of people from the neighborhood, Zion folks and people just passing by. 
A beautiful place, great weather, and free ice cream (yes—free for everyone) seem like a recipe for good          
connections and good memories.

One more opportunity this summer: August 24 — same time (6 - 8 pm), same place—Akin Park, 1721 River 
Avenue in Anoka. Please come! No matter where you live, feel free to bring family members, friends or neighbors. 
And don’t forget, ice cream is free!

“People will forget what you said, people will forget what you did, but people will never forget how you made them 
feel.” - Maya Angelou

40 Years in Papua New Guinea - Excerpt from July 2, 2022 Newsletter

Kim & Steve Blewett together with translator, George Ribisi & wife Agnes

Yes, 2022 marks our fortieth year of serving in Papua New Guinea! We are so thankful to you, our home-based 
support team, for keeping us here with your prayers and financial gifts toward our ministry. We are thankful to 
God for bringing us back after Kim’s health crisis and then the difficult COVID years. We are especially thankful 
to be working face-to-face with George and John, making good progress, finally, on providing God’s Word to the 
people whose heart language is Rapoisi.

It is well-established among Bible translators that whenever things are going well, the Enemy tosses in something 
to delay progress or cause dissension within a team. Along with the prayer items we’ve highlighted above, please 
pray specifically for our small Rapoisi translation team, that George, John and we will grow close spiritually as 
brothers and sister in Christ and in our work together, and that Satan’s delay tactics will be made ineffective. God 
bless each of you! (Steve and Kim’s complete newsletter can be found in the Document Center at www.zionanoka.org.)
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WELCOME
You are invited, you are welcome to 
come and experience God’s love at 
Zion Lutheran Church.

CONTACT US
1601 4th Avenue 
Anoka MN 55303 
763.421.4656 
www.zionanoka.org

pre-k news

During July, Officer Jake and his partner K-9 Bravo visited Zion Pre-K. We were excited to learn 
that Bravo listens to voice commands but also follows hand commands. We were able to pet 

Bravo and have our pictures taken. Congratulations, Bravo, on your recent retirement!


